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UNPUBLISHED CONTEMPOEAEY ACCOUNT OF 
BBADDOCK'S DEFEAT. 

TRANSLATED BT ALBERT J. EDMUNDS. 

[Paul Leicester Ford, in The Nation for July 30, 1896, prints for the 
first time the following account of Braddock's defeat. The writer is not 
known, but Mr. Ford is of opinion that " it must have been the earliest 
account printed in France, and the writer seems to have extracted part 
of it from some English version. It is remarkable also as being the 
only French narrative that names Washington or describes his part in 
the defeat, which it does with high praise." Mr. Ford gives the origi- 
nal French of that portion which deals with the actual battle ; and in 
the translation I have indicated my principal departures from the bad 
punctuation of the original.] 

Account | 

Of the Victory won by the French, over a Corps | of English Troops, 
commanded by General Braddock, [ near the Ohio in North America. 

In the early days of the month of July, General Braddock came and 
encamped at the Little Meadows, this side of Fort Cumberland on 
Will's Creek (WUU-Chreck), with his Army Corps composed of two 
thousand Men, & with Artillery, Baggage & Munitions. In order to 
profit by the eagerness which the Troops exhibited, he thought he ought 
not to delay marching on the French, who had gathered their forces at 
Fort du Quesne. He advanced towards them with 1200 men & ten 
pieces of cannon, & left the rest at the Little Meadows under command 
of Colonel Dunbar (Dumbar), whom he ordered to come and join him 
as promptly as he possibly could. After encamping, on July 8, at ten 
miles' distance from Fort du Quesne, he marched again on the 9" 1 , to 
advance upon this Fort. [The original has a comma here.] In de- 
bouching out of a Wood which he had been obliged to traverse, his 
Troops were attacked with great fury by Detachments of French & 
Indians posted in ambush upon the hills which bordered the outskirts 
of the Wood, & whence they rushed with such impetuosity upon the 
columns which were executing the debouchment, that the Troops fell 
into confusion. [Comma here.] In spite of every effort made by Gen- 
eral Braddock and his Officers to rally them, two Begiments of the 
Corps sent from Ireland, which gave way from the beginning of the 
attack, increased the disorder, & hastened the rout, which was so bad 
that the Officers, abandoned by their Soldiers, were seen exposed alone 
to the fire of the enemy. General Braddock, who kept up the greatest 
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activity on all sides, & who had five Horses killed under him [read lui, 
instead of lieu], was shot in the arm & in the chest, and rendered hors 
de combat. Colonel Sir Peter Halket (Halkette), who backed him with 
much bravery, was slain on the Field of Battle, where nearly sixty Offi- 
cers were killed or wounded. [Semicolon here.] In the midst of the 
efforts they were making to bring back the Fugitives, Colonel Washing- 
ton again distinguished himself on this occasion in a manner which has 
won for him great praises. The remnants of this Army Corps withdrew 
to Will's Creek ( Wills- Creek) beside Colonel Dunbar, obliged by the 
haste of their Retreat to abandon Artillery, Baggage, Tents & Munitions, 
which fell into the hands of the Enemy. General Braddock was car- 
ried to Will's Creek (Wuills- Creek), and died there of his wounds on 
the 13 th . [Comma.] Messrs. Robert Orme and Roger (Bogef) Morris, 
his Aides-de-Camps, were wounded ; Mr. William Shirley (Chirley), Sec- 
retary of War in this Corps of Troops, & son of the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, was slain ; Sir John St. Clair, second Quartermaster-General, and 
Mr. Matthew Leslie (Lecsley), Quartermaster-General's Assistant, were 
both wounded; in Halket's Regiment, whose Colonel was left dead on 
the Battle Field, Mr. Gage, who is its Lieutenant-Colonel, was wounded, 
and two Captains killed. [Comma.] Of the Subalterns in the same 
Regiment, there were two Lieutenants & two other Officers killed, & 
eight Lieutenants or other Officers wounded ; in Dunbar's Regiment, Mr. 
Burton {Button), Lieutenant Colonel, & Mr. Sparks (Sparkes), Major, 
were wounded ; Captain Cholmondeley ( Cholmeley) killed, and Captains 
Bromley [?] (Brouvrer) & Ross (Noss) wounded ; of the subaltern Offi- 
cers in this Regiment there were five of them killed & eight wounded; 
in the Artillery Corps, Captain-Lieutenant Smith was killed, & three 
Lieutenants wounded ; in the Engineer Corps, three Officers wounded ; 
in the Detachment of Marines, two Officers killed ; in the Volunteer 
Corps, Captain Stone of Warburton's ( Warbutton) Regiment wounded ; 
in the independent Companies of New York, Captain Gates was 
wounded, one Lieutenant. killed, & two others wounded; in the Vir- 
ginian Troops, Captain Stephen (Stephens) was wounded, and Captains 
Poison (Poulston) and Peyronie (Peronie) killed, besides four subaltern 
Officers killed & one wounded. We do not know the amount of the 
French loss, which is quite trifling ; & we might perhaps have won, if 
the Troops from Ireland had stood firm. 

After the remnants had been got together at Will's Creek, Colonel 
Dunbar & Colonel Washington marched with the Troops to Fort Cum- 
berland, and the latest advices thence, dating July 19, shew that they 
were intrenched there, and that nothing new had taken place in this 
interval of eleven days. On the night of the 18* and 19 th , there was 
talk of some new movements of the French on the bank of the Monon- 
gehela [sic] ; but while they were awaiting Reinforcements in the Camp, 
there was room to hope that they were in condition to hold out against 
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[the enemy], in case he returned to the charge. If the reports we have 
had from the Indians be true, the Corps of the French before the action 
was superior in number, and amounted to 1100 men of regular Troops, 
supported by 600 Indians. The latter still say that their loss was not 
rery heavy for the fury with which the Americans answered to the first 
efforts of the Assailants ; bat every thing published on this head is but 
vague ; and we are only waiting for further Advices concerning ezacter 
details of this Fight, & the consequences which such a fatal opening 
of the Campaign will have had. 
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